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Ariel Barcia
Transportation designer with a background in automotive concept development, visual storytelling, branding, and digital 
design. Educated in Transportation Design at College for Creative Studies and Communication Design at Queens College. 
Focused on creating emotionally resonant mobility concepts that combine cultural relevance, emerging technology, and 
strong visual execution.

Professional Summary

College for Creative Studies

Transportation Design
Detroit, Michigan

• Vehicle ideation and 
sketching

• Automotive exterior 
development

• Design visualization
• Packaging studies
• Perspective rendering
• Clay and digital design 

processes

Queens College, CUNY

BFA Communication Design
Queens, New York

• Branding
• Visual communication
• Typography
• Presentation design
• Storytelling systems

Design Education
• Transportation Design
• Vehicle Sketching
• Exterior Design 

Development
• Design Strategy
• Automotive Packaging
• Orthographic Development
• Design Storytelling
• Advanced Concept Design
• Visualization
• Photoshop
• Illustrator
• InDesign
• Vizcom
• AI-assisted Design 

Visualization
• Digital Rendering
• Presentation
• Portfolio Development
• Concept Narratives
• Brand Translation
• Design Research

Skills

Freelance Designer | Ariel Design Studio
Developed branding and visual communication projects 
for commercial and public-sector clients.
Created concept presentations, visualizations, and 
strategic design narratives. Managed projects from 
concept through final delivery.

Graphic Designer | Prometric
Developed presentations, marketing materials, and visual 
communication assets.
Collaborated across departments while maintaining 
brand standards.

Professional Experience



Genesis Flex EV
Autonomous Hot Rod 2050

How do we preserve automotive emotion in an autonomous future?



Electric mobility creates new opportunities for vehicle 
proportions and architecture beyond traditional 
combustion-era design. Flex explores this shift through 
layered structures, detached wheel systems, and a 
centralized sanctuary-like cabin.

Why Now?

“If propulsion, steering, suspension, and packaging evolve, then the vehicle’s 
architecture and emotional form language should evolve too.”



The Hyundai FLEX envisions a future where autonomous 
mobility regains emotional identity through proportion, 
presence, and cultural familiarity.

Inspired by the spirit of the American hot rod, the FLEX 
reinterprets nostalgic automotive emotion through a 
premium autonomous EV architecture — creating a 
cinematic and emotionally engaging experience within 
future urban environments.

Rather than prioritizing efficiency alone, the FLEX 
explores mobility as an experience shaped by 
atmosphere, memory, and human connection.

Vision

1930s–1960s

Hot rods celebrated exposed 
mechanics.

2025

EVs hide most of their 
mechanical systems.

2050

FLEX re-exposes mechanical 
architecture through 

autonomous wheel modules and 
detached structures.
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